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Jay's Trip to Wisconsin, Cape Cod in
2013, and Beyond

Wednesday, June 26, 2013

Rain and Sun Equal Work and Fun
As I write this on Wednesday, June 26, it is pouring rain outside the Victor Allen
Coffee Shop on Monroe Street.  My golf date was cancelled with Jerry in Spring Green
and I am quite frankly tired of the rain.  I am sure I am not alone in this fair city.
 However, it is time to write and show you some photos from yesterday.  The day was
both rainy and sunny.  The rain in the morning allowed me to work on this Blog and
get it up to date.  I am not complaining, because I have the time to do this; but it is a
time consuming activity and the rain is a motivator to sit down and work on it.  And
so I spent a good deal of the morning in Panera's in Fitchburg editing text from two
days and uploading selected photos to the Blog.  I achieved success.

As I returned to my apartment, the sun began to emerge and I decided I would
venture out to the Olbrich Botanical Gardens located on Madison's east side, close to
Lake Monona.  I had been there  several years ago and remember it as a very pleasant
place to visit, but I had no idea what was in store for me yesterday afternoon.  I spent
about two hours wandering the outside gardens and finished my walk in the atrium
that houses tropical plants.  As I walked the winding paths of the outside gardens, I
was greeted with colors of all kinds, including many shades and shapes of green.
 Every Botanical Garden has its rose garden and this one does too with some special
touches of lattices, fountains, and interesting combinations of flowers.  There is a tall
tower in the Rose Garden that welcomes visitors to view the sites from on high.  There
were tinkling waterfalls and serene ponds everywhere.  There was a section, presented
I believe, by the Thai Government and the Thai Chapter of the UW Alumni
Association with its own special plantings, sculptures, and temple (my term).  There
was a warning that birds protecting their nests may bother a walker and I must have
come too close at one point because a bird almost removed my hat.  That did not stop
me from getting some very interesting shots of birds and several other animals as I
traveled the gardens.  Many of the birds were quite accommodating in letting me snap
their pictures and then there was a turtle at rest--is there any other kind--posing for
visitors on the usual rock at the edge of the usual pond.  There were sculptures too
spread throughout the gardens and in some unusual spots.  The walk in the Tropical
Atrium also was colorful and interesting.  I have separated the photos into the Outside
and Inside Sections of the Gardens. The photos below are just a representation of the
over 250 photos I took in the two hour period I spent there.  I was able to eliminate
some blurry flower shots immediately and then did a second cut, which left me with
about 225 photos.  I did a third selection to provide the photos below.  There have
been wonderful moments of discovery on this trip and my visit to Olbrich was
another.  I owe Ann Nelson a note of thanks for recommending it. I might not have
visited it otherwise.

I have been frustrated in how I have to post photos on this Blog.  I am probably
ignorant of an obvious solution, but I feel quite constrained with the placement of the
photos.  I have tried to post them with some semblance of order and chronology, but I
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wish I could do it less space.  At any rate, due to the number of photos from the
Gardens, I am going to try and do some bulk posting and see what happens.
 However, be forewarned that I may not be successful in using less space.  Now that I
have completed the placement of the photos, I am not satisfied, but it will have to do.
 When I work with iBooks Author, the software allows you to use a floating utility for
placing photos, which provides great flexibility.

Entry into Olbrich Botanical Gardens

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-FM8kZciODbE/UcrXGeRlyyI/AAAAAAAAAf0/KDD6ugUt6-g/s1600/Olbrich+Sign.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-t-Uc3bmGHD8/UcrXRXTVinI/AAAAAAAAAgY/8cZjVzzvue8/s1600/Garden+Landscape.jpg
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Walking the Outside Gardens:  Flowers

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-IDGBlUYuV-o/UcrXhaPzahI/AAAAAAAAAiM/YXyW9WMqedc/s1600/Violet+3.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-NkoE7je0ssA/UcsMpTZsiFI/AAAAAAAAAjc/gLiMX14xMr8/s1600/Olbrich+Map.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zKOCPwMVc-g/UcrXneywKMI/AAAAAAAAAjI/sMjIPbAQe1Q/s1600/Yellow+Rose.jpg
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http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-zYEdHHhTi_k/UcrXl1Oed0I/AAAAAAAAAi4/-cYo4WT4pTY/s1600/White+Bells.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-7J3D2OYvBC4/UcrXmCP3XDI/AAAAAAAAAi8/Qx5MUOat5Aw/s1600/Yellow+Daisy.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-YzWT3ks9y3Q/UcrXjiW_VWI/AAAAAAAAAic/-37x8LHmpg8/s1600/Violet+Flower+2.jpg
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-xj6IWICRX5s/UcrXnmjhspI/AAAAAAAAAjM/6RRKSBlZOy4/s1600/Yellow+Orange+Flower.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fsZVgF02MzE/UcrXUOW448I/AAAAAAAAAgk/MaMMaMzk7ik/s1600/Lili+Pad+1.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-STYnhbPJZlk/UcrXl7Im0AI/AAAAAAAAAiw/oaEzQUppXv0/s1600/Yellow+Flower+1.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-JJtcqCHebug/UcrXkAQM--I/AAAAAAAAAik/Ft5D2f40TdU/s1600/Violet+Flower.jpg
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Grasses

Greenery abounds

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-xiClpvqsTWA/UcrXVoVfF2I/AAAAAAAAAg4/dc7B9CeDKwk/s1600/Lili+Pads+at+Thai+Temple.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-F9oDAFMj70s/UcrXVGWzHJI/AAAAAAAAAgs/ITadDWEm3K8/s1600/Grasses.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sV8PyB5CYRM/UcrXekaR28I/AAAAAAAAAhk/J-fEtnqcpCY/s1600/Tree+and+Hosta.jpg
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Walking the Outside
Gardens: Birds, etc.

Rock Garden

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-9E2txsU_41s/UcrW01TYkiI/AAAAAAAAAfE/BZE8rE1DGO8/s1600/Robin+2.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-MhzPEomYSt0/UcrWzQP0ZKI/AAAAAAAAAe0/4sYf2WZL6p8/s1600/Duck+1.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-_RnjP5grWB0/UcsMr2uCBQI/AAAAAAAAAjk/SZwppdOVwrI/s1600/Rock+Garden.jpg
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Walking the Outside Gardens: Architecture and Sculpture

Look closely for the head of the turtle.

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FCyiIJf2Moc/UcrWzDwyuJI/AAAAAAAAAes/KkT2h-MlPRw/s1600/Orange+Bird.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-S8UTjCh5Qp8/UcsNzwVQNEI/AAAAAAAAAjs/MbUMWoxGI3o/s1600/Bird+in+a+Tree+2.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-eFFjLjwJBtg/UcrW4SiTQTI/AAAAAAAAAfY/ARSNCwQO69M/s1600/Turtle+1.jpg
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Thai Temple

Rose Garden Tower

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-TMRJpucmRRM/UcrXY5Sqn2I/AAAAAAAAAhI/uWi08SLJ554/s1600/Sculpture+1.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-MCILQ4AJPMc/UcrXfHSOxcI/AAAAAAAAAhs/Z-AKLdCINxg/s1600/Thai+Temple.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-z0ac0DPqwtE/UcrXZ6m6KSI/AAAAAAAAAhU/_vrpcUopAfk/s1600/Rose+Garden.jpg
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Walking the Tropical Garden
Atrium:  Flowers and...

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-VyixncsJwxY/UcrXZF8atSI/AAAAAAAAAhM/ePty1OhB7yc/s1600/Sculpture+2.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Kvr2pr5xJ9c/UcrXjiJ8MvI/AAAAAAAAAiY/U7-bVeO6NFY/s1600/Tropical+Red+and.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-53RL8NBysIA/UcrXgcHPDWI/AAAAAAAAAh8/sIgcn73mEDY/s1600/Trop+Red+Spikes.jpg
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http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4BOpGyI19Hk/UcrXgQ-jDuI/AAAAAAAAAiA/j6EKsPdWye4/s1600/Trop+Small+Red+White.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-G0eaO1gdkyg/UcrXHoGNvpI/AAAAAAAAAgE/gkMUwrBf_zo/s1600/Tropical+Orange+Flower.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-I4zey7BRfc0/UcrXGfWOxwI/AAAAAAAAAfw/5IWr6f1e9bo/s1600/Interesting+Trop+Flower.jpg
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http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-iw8avLJ_ynA/UcrXRtD5OMI/AAAAAAAAAgc/Lvsx7jK4RBw/s1600/Ferris+Wheel+4.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uqDxdEHo8yo/UcrXHVpMrMI/AAAAAAAAAf8/E6Bdgj0-S-8/s1600/Tropical+Closeup.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-2ityGPumAsU/UcrXPZigglI/AAAAAAAAAgM/upXzufngnP4/s1600/Day+Lily+1.jpg
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End of Walking Tour

I had arranged the night before to meet for dinner with my cousin Ed Kunz and his
wife Debbie who have lived in Madison most if not all of their lives.  They have four
children.  Meghan is the oldest, followed by Eddie, Molly, and Betsy.  I had a chance
to have a nice conversation with Betsy and here  her anticipation for starting the
University of Wisconsin this fall.  I will not go into the particulars, but Ed and
Debbie's children are involved in the acting and film industry and several of the them
have been in professional television and film productions.  My conversation with
Betsy was terrific.  Eddie, her brother, stopped by later in the evening and I had the
chance to speak briefly with him too.  I said earlier in this posting that this has been a
trip of discovery.  Well, Ed had several of his Dad's (Uncle Ed to me) movies made
into a DVD presentation of film that his Dad shot in the forties and fifties.  We spent
an hour and a half watching and identifying relatives from the past and goggling at
ourselves as babies and young children growing up. It was great fun and I am grateful
to Ed for doing this.  I have black and white photos of many of the people shown in
the movies in albums that my Mother kept, but it was great to see my parents, aunts,
uncles, and cousins marching in 4th of July Parades in Westmorland, celebrating
important family events, enjoying picnics, and driving around in ancient automobiles
in ways that only film can provide.  I asked Ed if he would make me a copy of the
DVD.  I would like to show it to Gina, Brant, and Scott.

Tropical leaves with droplets

Pelican Flower: Brazil

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-kEfbcUZDEOQ/UcrXdZqoafI/AAAAAAAAAhc/rXxI_d3fFNs/s1600/Trop+Leaves+Water+Drops.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-uxyYKLdHnzo/UcrXGX3dFhI/AAAAAAAAAfo/PlYsAAX3FcE/s1600/Trop+Pouch+Flower.jpg
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Newer Post Older PostHome

Posted by Jay Voss at 6:55 AM  

It is now almost an hour later from when I began to write and it is still pouring rain.
 Perhaps the Great Flood is back and intends to infringe on my 21 days here in
Madison.  Pardon the biblical reference, but   isn't that over 50% of 40 days and 40
nights?  Now that I have placed the photos, it is two hours later and the sun is trying
to come out.  Perhaps, there is time for a bike ride.
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